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CHAPTER V
IT was an interesting epoch in Russian history. The disasters of
the Japanese War had greatly stimulated the growing demand for
internal reform and for a more constitutional and democratic
government. The shadow of revolution was already cast over that
illiterate and backward land. In fact it was more than a shadow.
The barricades were up that December (1905) and there was fighting
which lasted for several days in the streets of Moscow. The workmen
were striking also in St. Petersburg,and the Nihilists,as they were still
called, were busy. It was no uncommon thing to hear a bomb
explosion at any time in the day. Almost my first impression of the
capital was the Nevski Prospekt lit up after nightfall by searchlights
from the Admiralty, with savage-looking Cossacks riding up and
down just outside their beams and armed to the teeth with carbines
and knouts. For the troops on the whole remained loyal to the Tsar
and the Cossacks in particular could be trusted.
The year 1905 was, in fact, the prelude to 1917, when once again it
was military disasters which gave revolution its opportunity. But the
rising temper of the people had induced the well-intentioned Emperor
to make concessions. There was much resemblance between him and
his Empress and Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette., and one felt it even
at that time, as will be told later. He had agreed to the summoning of
a Parliament, and the Press was full of talk of the new Duma and the
Zemstvos. As a colleague of an associated Power said to one of our
Secretaries in the midst of it all, "Who is this fellow Zemstvo the
papers are writing such a lot about?" The Zemstvos were, in fact, a
kind of land council electorate, and in January 1906 the whole Diplo-
matic Corps attended the opening of the first Duma in the old Potemkin
Palace. Its only act on that occasion was the election of its President,
and I remember being exceedingly bored by hearing the name of
Mouromtsoff read out again and again at the opening of each ballot
paper. His election as President was practically unanimous. But it
was an interesting spectacle to look at the various types elected from
all the corners of the vast Russian Empire, Slavs of all descriptions,
Baits and Finns, WHte Russians and Tartars, Caucasians and Turco-
mans, an infinite diversity.
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